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Botswana's Wildlife Nirvana Duba Plains 
Reopens In Glamorized Form 
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world Opinions expressed by Forbes Contributors are their own. 
 

Beverly and Dereck Joubert’s first trip to Duba Plains in Botswana’s northern 
Okavango Delta didn’t have an auspicious beginning. The flood plains were 
high, their vehicle got stuck and they wound up sleeping in it until they could 
be rescued. But even with that scratchy start, the National Geographic 
filmmakers and conservationists were beguiled by the area—the open, lush, 
grassy plains dotted with watery channels and some of the densest 
concentration of wildlife in the Delta. They based their eco-conservation 
company Great Plains Conservation here and established the camp Duba 
Plains as one of the finest wildlife viewing spots in Botswana. But the Jouberts 
decided it was time to upgrade it and after dismantling the original camp and 
two years of rebuilding, the new Duba Plains opened in March. 
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Courtesy of Duba Plains  

All of the guest tents have plunge pools, outdoor decks and exercise bicycles. 

The five tents (plus the two bedroom Duba Plains Suite) hearken back to 
aristocratic 1920’s safari style and they’re absolutely lovely—wood plank 
floors, brass four-poster beds, copper bathtubs, leather armchairs, Persian 
rugs, antique chests. You enter the tents through hand painted wooden doors 
from Zanzibar. Set up on the bar is a thermos of steaming water for coffee or 
tea in the morning and crystal decanters of harder spirits for later on. All tents 
have plunge pools and exercise bikes set up on the deck. They also have pretty 
fast Wi-Fi in the tents (but none in the common areas--they want guests to 
talk to each other.) 
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Elephants surround the camp but this one, nicknamed Mr. Duba, is a frequent 
visitor in it. 

Upgraded surroundings aside, you’re here for the wildlife and it doesn’t 
disappoint. This 77,000 acre private concession is known for its prides of lions, 
captured on film in the Jouberts’ documentary “The Last Lions,” herds of 
buffalo, elephants including one, nicknamed “Mr. Duba” who regularly 
ventures into the camp, red lechwe, hippos and leopards. One of the more 
unique experiences when the water level is high is essentially swimming in the 



(specially outfitted) safari vehicle through the channels in pursuit of viewings. 
And as is safari custom, you finish the late afternoon/early evening game 
drives with cocktails watching the vividly colored sun go down. 

Meals here are exceptional. Talented South African chef Herman Breedt puts 
on buffets for lunch with perfectly grilled meats and a variety of salads, savory 
items and pastries for teatime and dinners with three main course options for 
dinner such as chicken stuffed with herbs and cheese and roast lamb-all 
unfussy, flavorful and delicious. Nights end early for those doing daybreak 
game drives but they end with a vibrant soundtrack: hippos croaking to each 
other in the channels just outside the tents. 

How to Get There: All safari expeditions in Botswana go through the Maun 
airport which Airlink, the regional feeder airline and partner airline to South 
African Airlines, flies to directly from both Cape Town and Johannesburg. 
Light aircraft take off from there to the camp’s airstrip. 

How to Organize: Itineraries/travel arrangements in southern Africa can get 
complicated so it’s a good idea to have an overall organizer handle them. 
From my experience, The Explorations Company, a U.K. based travel 
organizer can assemble even the most impossible combinations that I could 
throw at them with great local insight and 24 hour accessibility. They also 
specialize in truly insider, one of a kind experiences and operate in various 
countries around the world, not just Africa. 

https://www.explorationscompany.com/
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