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Namibia is one of the best places on the planet for a self-drive safari CREDIT: GETTY  
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From giant flat-screen televisions to 3D 12-channel surround sound IMAX, the 
technology now exists to bring the wonders of the natural world to our living 
rooms and cinema screens in ever more realistic ways. Hence the appeal of Blue 
Planet II, the most-watched television series in Britain last year – so popular in 
China that it slowed the internet.  
 
But however advanced the gizmos, nothing can match the visceral thrill of 
witnessing animals in the wild. Whether it is swimming with a whale shark on 
Australia’s Ningaloo Reef, or coming face-to-face with a silverback gorilla in 
Uganda, nature has a way of reminding us how insignificant we are. 
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Everyone has their favourite animal. For me, it is any of the big cats – and I’ve 
been lucky enough to witness everything from the mating rituals of leopards to 
a tigress playing with her cubs. I’ve even been charged by a lion on a walking 
safari in Zambia. Happily everyone in our group remembered the golden rule: 
“Whatever you do, don’t run!” We didn’t and the lion, on seeing we were 
neither competitor nor prey, left us alone and padded off. 
 
Such life-changing experiences come at a price. But wildlife travel operators 
report that we are increasingly prepared to pay a premium if we know we are 
contributing to projects that protect endangered species. Increasingly, we are 
also looking for experiences, not just passive “tours” – and we want them to be 
led by the most knowledgeable guides. 
 
 

 
 
The golden rule? Don't run Credit: www.naturephoto.cz/Ondrej Prosicky 
  
The following 50 holidays cover the widest possible range of charismatic 
species across every continent, with an emphasis on the latest destinations, 
camps and experiences being introduced in 2018. Included is everything from 
polar bears in the Arctic to desert-adapted elephants and lions in Namibia, from 
orang-utans in Borneo to butterflies in Malawi. Alongside these are “citizen 
science” projects where volunteers devote both their time and a financial 
contribution to help scientists with their studies of endangered species. 
 
What this year’s selection of holidays also shows is that there are plenty of 
incredible wildlife experiences here in Europe. You can spot wolves, 
wolverines, brown bears and lynx in Finland, elk and beavers in Sweden, or 



bison in Belarus. In Britain, the Wildwood Trust – which has helped return 
beavers, water voles, pine martens and dormice to regions where they had 
become extinct – announced plans last year to reintroduce lynx in the next few 
years, wolves in around 20 years, and brown bears within 50. If you want to 
help lay down the foundations for such projects, included in our selection is a 
volunteer programme looking at the viability of “rewilding” the Scottish 
Highlands with wolves and brown bears. It’s just one of 50 amazing wildlife 
adventures that begin here. 

30. Flying safari, Kenya 

This unique air safari to study the plight of Kenya’s endangered wildlife will 
transport guests to the most remote and inaccessible parts of the country 
(Maasai Mara, Laikipia, Samburu, Lewa) while meeting world experts 
including Saba Douglas-Hamilton and the cheetah expert, Dr Elena Chelysheva. 
Species studied will include lion, cheetah, black rhino, elephants, wild dog, 
Grevy’s zebra and reticulated giraffe. Guests learn in depth (and in luxury) 
about each species and the threats facing them.  

Nine days from £8,380 based on a group of 10 travelling together including 
international flights. The Explorations Company (01367 850566; 
explorationscompany.com). 

 

 
 
Maasai Mara cheetahs CREDIT: © 2010 AMY NICHOLE HARRIS  
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