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Whether you are en route to a bigger adventure or in town for business, the 
ideal city stop-over can make or break your stay. Here we give you three of the 
best. Edited by Daisy Finer. 

 
 THE OBEROI, Dubai 

Overlooking the world’s tallest building, Burj Khalifa, this newly opened, high-gloss 

Oberoi, Dubai is in a downtown, 27-floor, commercial complex surrounded by land 

awaiting development. Spacious rooms have amazing views of the skyscraper-filled 

skyline from the floor-to-ceiling windows. First stop is the spa, to de-stress. Ideal. 

There’s also a gym (open 24 hours), an outdoor infinity pool and complimentary 

early evening yoga sessions. Shopping? A shuttle service will drop you off at the epic 

Dubai Mall. Choose to eat in the outdoor garden of the Nin7one restaurant, the 

ground floor Ananta Indian where traditional coal-fired clay ovens are the star 

attraction or oriental restaurant Umai. In the evening, whizz up the lift to Iris, the 

cocktail bar, restaurant and nightclub on the roof. 

BOOK IT Doubles from through The Explorations Company. 01367 850566; 

explorations company.com 

Fly with Virigin Atlantic from £550; virgin-atlantic.com 

https://www.countryandtownhouse.co.uk/author/daisy/
http://www.explorationscompany.com/


 

IVANTA BY TAJ, New Delhi 

A spanking new addition from the Taj group to the techno hub of Gurgaon, New 

Delhi. Yes, it’s a business hotel but forget that! This is one jolly impressive creation. 

The look is spot-on: a glistening amalgamation of glass and stone, with impeccable 

furniture, sky-high ceilings and buckets of space. Immaculately groomed staff are 

everywhere, bursting with enthusiasm – you won’t have to ask for anything once, let 

alone twice. There’s also an awesome swimming pool and a roof terrace for a solid 

dose of sun-soaking. The five restaurants nail it, covering evert international cuisine 

– go for Latitude and tuck into the excellent Goan fish curry.  

This is a place still finding its feet, and, sure, the area is all corporate HQs and call 

centres but, one you skip through the hotel’s gleaming doors, you’ll discover it’s on 

the verge of being really rather fabulous. 

BOOK IT Doubles from through The Explorations Company. 01367 850566; 

explorations company.com 

 
HEMINGWAYS, Nairobi 
 
New to the Nairobi hotel scene, safely tucked away in the Karen district, is 

Hemingways. A stone’s throw from the David Sheldrick elephant orphanage, the 

Kazuri bead factory and the Utamaduni craft emporium, the main plantation-style 

house of Hemingways, with its sweeping staircase, necklace of terraces and 

wonderful views, is a perfectly positioned retreat for when it’s time to call it a day. 

Everything is clean, neat and polite, although in parts it is quietly pleasing to fulfil its 

stylistic potential. But the designer did find his mojo in time to do the 45 generously 

sizes suites, each of which have been meticulously turned out in that classic cocktail 

of colonial with a twist of contemporary.  

http://www.explorationscompany.com/


Huge beds, vast TVs rising out of leather trunks at the press of a button, walk-in 

wardrobes, the deepest of baths, private balconies with soul-salving views across 

Nairobi National Park and, hallelujah, a personal butler. Utterly charming, always 

accommodating, he is at your very back and call, which is an absolute delight. 

Hemingway’s secret weapon. 

BOOK IT £160 half-board through The Explorations Company. 01367 850566; 

explorations company.com 
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