
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GROOTBOS PRIVATE NATURE RESERVE, 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Grootbos lures families back with a concoction of spectacular scenery, enchanting 
activities and food so interesting that even the smallest imps are converted to leaf-
and-flower salads (alongside a fire-baked pizza, of course). Unlike game parks, 
teeming with creatures ready to bite anyone who strays too far, Grootbos is totally 
tame.  

Two lodges (one for families) and a six-bed house are set on fynbos-covered slopes 
that beg to be explored on foot, on bike or with ever-smiling guides who know 
what kids like. For instance, bumping along the bush in the back seat of a Jeep; 
picnics in the middle of nowhere; horse-riding in the paddocks, and exploring big 
caves where Stone Age teeth were found. From its rooms, outdoor showers and 
window-side baths, there are 180-degree views of the white, deserted beaches that 
fringe Walker Bay.  

It is from here, from June to December, that whales can be spotted: take a boat out 
to see the marine 'Big Five' (humpback and Southern Right whales, seals, sharks, 
penguins and dolphins). Not that organised activities are necessary.  

While parents are being pummelled in the spa or indulging in the umpteenth lunch 
(tempura prawn with chilli followed by chocolate and orange mousse tart), 
energetic nannies will take the kids to play football with local children. And at the 
end of the stay, each family is invited to plant a tree with their name on it, and to 
return to watch its progress. 

 

 



JOURNEY TIME An 11-and-a-half-hour flight to Cape Town, then a two-hour 
transfer by car 

TIME DIFFERENCE +2 hours 

INSIDER TIP October and November are the best months to combine warm 
weather and whales (and remember to take motion-sickness tablets; sea excursions 
can be choppy). 

BOOK IT The Explorations Company (+44 1367 850566; 
www.explorationscompany.com) offers seven nights from £2,233 per person full 
board, based on a family of five in a two-bedroom lodge, including flights, 
transfers and activities. 

 
 

http://www.explorationscompany.com/

